Sea View Golf Club (Inc)

A History of the Sea View Golf Club Course



A century of golf says it all about Sea View Golu@.

From its inception as Cottesloe Golf Club, the obyes of the club were to maintain golf of a
high standard and promote a social fabric whichldiaigliver enjoyment and hours of pleasure
to all its members.

In the Beginning

In 1886, Cottesloe was named by Governor Broomehdiwour Captain Fremantle, whose
brother had been raised to the peerage with the dft Baron Cottesloe of Swanbourne and
Hardwick. Some sub-divisions of land were commennedottesloe in the late 1880s; however,
development was very slow. Circa 1892, Bullen'srgjdvas built, providing a rail link to Perth
and Fremantle from the Cottesloe district. By 18®®&re were six permanent residents living
near Cottesloe Beach and three near the Swan &iVappermint Grove.

In 1895, during the Gold Boom, golf was introduded Western Australia by some South
Australian players, at Burswood Islanth 1898, a group of golfers at Albany decided finat
town needed a club and a local course. They rdiseds for this purpose, and the links were
established in the following year. Albany Golf Clid the oldest club in Western Australia
remaining on its original site. In 1900, the Pe&blf Club moved from Burswood to Belmont,
where a 15 hole course was laid out, thus requittregreplaying of the first, second and one
other hole to complete an 18 hole card.

By the turn of the century, a number of prominenesférn Australian families had built
residences in Cottesloe, some as beach housesith tiey would adjourn at weekends or
holidays, and others as their major residences) fnich they could commute by rail to Perth
and Fremantle. During the summer months, a popetaursion was a trip to the beach at
Cottesloe. Most excursionists took the train toltoal rail station and then trudged along Jarrad
Street, the most direct route, to the ocean beach.

By 1901, Cottesloe had become one of the mostiflbimg suburbs of Perth.

In early June 1908, a group of men who wished &y gblf in their own locality, including F. D.
North, J. M. Drummond, T. Roberston, and P. C. Asde, visited Reserves A6613 and A1664
at Cottesloe Beach with a view to the suitabilifyttte site for a possible links golf course. At
this period, the Reserves bounded by Forrest Streéte north, Broome Street on the east, and
Pearse Street on the south, were largely scrub laided mainly for grazing purposes. P. C.
Anderson, former British Amateur Champion (1892¢akmaster of Scotch College (1904-45),
recognised the possibilities of the site. Subsetiyjeon 11 June 1908, a meeting of 16 men,
including the aforementioned, was held at the Albitotel to consider the establishment of a
golf club at Cottesloe. A committee was formed witlG. C. Foulkes, M.L.A., Chairman, J. M.
Drummond, Treasurer, W. M. Nairn, Honorary Secket@nd committee members Frederic
Dudley North, C.M.G., R. W. Maxwell, T. RobertsoR, Withers, N. C. Fowlie, and F. C.
Broadhurst. The annual subscription was to be aieeg for the first year, and the committee
was authorised to issue debentures to a maximune vdl£1,000.

Cottesloe Municipal Council agreed to lease thepsed site for the purpose of establishing a
golf course. The committee commenced planning thpgsed course. The contract for clearing
the site was let to S. Nicholls at a cost of £1/14#3 acre. Clearing was completed in October
1908 at a cost of £69/10s. A nine-hole links stybeirse was designed and laid out by P. C.
Anderson and N. C. Fowlie. A links course is ora ik laid out on naturally undulating ground,
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with course grass fairways, and the fairways areegdly separated by the existing vegetation.
Links are generally located by the sea, where thwiral landform provides ready made
undulating ground. Few links style golf courses evestablished in Australia either in this or
subsequent periods.

Following the passing by State Parliament of a Bpdill to allow it, a lease was executed
between the Mayor and Councillors of the Municityalof Cottesloe and the Trustees of
Cottelsoe Golf Club, Frederic Dudley North and Jotexwell Drummond, on 15 March 1909.
Under the lease, part of Reserve A6613 and allesieRre A1664, about 40 acres in area, would
be brought under the operation of the club for aopleof 15 years from 1 March 1909 to 29
February 1924, at an annual rental of £40 for itst five years, and £20 thereafter for the
remainder of the lease. Jarrad Street between BroBtreet and Swanbourne Terrace (now
Marine Parade) bisected the Reserves, as did Pavke Bunning between Forrest and Pearse
Streets. The rental for the first three years wdaset expended on the golf links by the Golf Club
‘to the satisfaction of the lessors.’

Frederic Dudley North, C.M. G., J.P., (b. 1866, 4886, d. 1921), was Under-Secretary and
Permanent head of the Colonial Secretary’s Departioie\Western Australia, whose residence,

Catlidge, was in Forrest Street, Cottesloe, in elpsoximity to the proposed site of the golf

links. Prominent in sport in Western Australia, el organised the Western Australian Cricket
Eleven to visit Eastern Australia (1893). Onelod early residents of Cottesloe, he served on
the Roads Board, of which he was the last Chairnzemd later served as Mayor of the

Municipality. He is commemorated in the naming afrti Street, Cottesloe. He was runner-up
in the first club championship, which was won byRémsay. At a later date, J. S. Battye in his
biographical notes on North, stated ‘the new Cadtegolf links owe their origin to him.’

On 2 April 1909, the first Annual General Meetinfy@ottesloe Golf Club was held at Wells
Hall. The Secretary, W. M. Nairn, reported on tihegoess to date, and that the estimated cost of
reticulation of the course was £135/10s. A drafcloib rules was adopted, and office bearers
were elected: the Hon. R. W. Pennefather, M.L.@sident; W. G. Lefroy, Neil McNeil and E.
A. Wisdom, Vice Presidents; Nairn and Drummondinetd their respective offices; F. D. North,
Captain, and N. C. Fowlie, Vice Captain; and conesit R. W. Maxwell, F. A. Moseley, H.
Rigg, T. Robertson, and R. Withers with D. J. Gaydaiditor. The annual subscription for the
year was set at three guineas.

The first meeting of the new committee appointedEfement ground man at two guineas per
week. He continued to maintain the course througkthé re-location of Cottesloe Golf Club
(Incorporated) in 1931. By late July 1909, workammstruction and grassing of the course was
sufficiently advanced to enable the committee xdtie opening day for Saturday, 11 September
19009.

So, on September 11, 1909, six months after theelewas executed, Governor Sir Gerald
Strickland performed the opening ceremony. Surredridy men in top hats and tails, ladies in
their finest, the governor's wife Lady Edeline &ttand, herself clad in a long-flowing dress, hat
and veil, for protection from wind and bush fliespve the first ball from the first tee. What
followed was a nine-hole mixed foursome event am€sttesloe Golf Club was born. Twenty
two years later would see the start of Sea View Ghlb with the golfing tradition continuing in
Cottesloe.

On 26 December 1909, Cottesloe Golf Club becampamporated body.
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But for any club to prosper a suitable clubhouse waramount. Originally, a pair of rotundas
served as a clubhouse. One was placed near whatheasthe golf course entrance where
today's fifth tee stands and the other not far aatathe back of today's 4th green. One of the
rotundas survived through to the 1930s while tieiotvas sold to Cottesloe Tennis Club, which
was then located on the corner of Napier St andridd?arade.

Later, the club entered into an arrangement totheeverandah of George and Rosie Lee's
Arcadia Cafe, known as Rosie Lee's Wine Bar. Mesipard 10 shillings rent per week for the
use of the verandah at Rosie's, however, the waneaitvangement was deemed not suitable for
lady members, who had formed the Associates clubeatinks course the same year in 1910.
To this end, three members, J M Drummond, R W Mdixavel T Robertson, purchased a block
of land near the golf course, in Forrest St. atat ©f seventy pounds where a club house,
costing 200 pounds, was built at their expenseettelsed to the club. The building at 18 Forest
Street was completed and was opened on 20th Mayl.19Thereafter all club, social and
committee meetings were held there, and one roommmade available one morning per week
for the Associates Club.

At this time, the fairways were separated by rensan the pre-existing vegetation including
banksia trees, pig face and snake bush. Partifedanres of the links were two full fairway
cross bunkers on Fairway No. 6; a high limestonk akang the eastern side of the seventh hole
(‘cricket ground hole’); holes 2, 3, 5 and 6 crogsiJarrad Street; and a high observation
platform of timber construction at the rear of #ghth tee from which players could check that
the fairway was clear. The fifth tee was locatempdBpion Kop’, so named after the scene of a
Boer War assault. At this period, there was contpealy little problem with the bi-section of
the course by Jarrad Street as most of the traffithe road was horse drawn or pedestrian.

In 1912, the Constitution of the Western Australiaolf Association was adopted, of which the
Cottesloe Golf Club became a member.

N C Fowlie, who with P C Anderson, designed thgioal nine-hole layout, won the 1912 WA
Amateur title, the first of many achievements dygrs from SVGC. Fowlie repeated the feat
two years later.

By 1913, the club boasted 135 members, consisfil@? anen and 53 associates, and staged its
first perpetual trophy — the Catlidge Challenge Clipwas also the first year of the club
championships, which was won by H Ramsay. Durirad #eason P C Anderson set a course
record of 77 and broke that benchmark the followjagr with a 75.

The First World War Years

Following the outbreak of World War One on 4 Augli8i4, a number of members of Cottesloe
Golf Club met at the clubhouse on 8 August, analvesl to volunteer their services to the
Commonwealth by forming a volunteer Rifle Club. Thesultant Cottesloe Rifle Club
functioned as a separate club

Many of the younger members of the Cottesloe Ghalb@nlisted in the Armed Forces in World
War One. Consequently, membership of the club dedldramatically, from 110 men in 1914 to
55 in 1915, and still further over the next threang. In the first year of the war, the number of
Associates fell from 26 to 21, and later their\atgés lapsed altogether, for patriotic effortskoo
precedence over leisure activities in this perlaccommon with other sporting clubs, declining
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membership resulted in considerable financial mold and difficulties with regard to
maintenance.

In 1919, members of the club began returning frbenwar. Its course and facilities were intact,
and the club entered the 1920s ‘amid a rising didenthusiasm’. Members laboured to renovate
their clubhouse and ‘groomed’ the course, includiagmoving several outcrops of limestone
from the fairways, and removing the lower brancbkshe banksia trees on either side of the
sixth fairway. Pig face and snake bush were gruloogtd

The 1920’s

The 1920s proved to be one of rapid re-constructioth expansion for the club. In 1921, the
committee recommended that the Associates Clultare-81rs. Meecham convened a meeting
of interested ladies, and Cottesloe Ladies’ GoltlClwas established with 40 women as
foundation members, and Lady Forrest was electst Fresident. Later Presidents included
Lady Hobbs, who served in this capacity for 11 gear

In 1924, at the instigation of Mrs. Meecham and .\NBlenche Cullen, Associates Captain, both
members of a committee raising funds for the neaduy Lawley Home for Crippled Children,
the club’s first Charity Day was held to raise faridr the Home. Charity Day became an annual
event.

In 1924, Cottesloe Golf Club’s 15-year lease expiidegotiations for a new lease extended into
1925, and eventually a three year lease was sighad annual rental of £50, with an agreement
that £500 per annum would be expended by the dualthie maintenance and beautification of
those portions’ of the Reserve used by it. Theinaet right of the public to enjoy the Reserve
were ensured by a proviso that “all members ofpiigic shall be at liberty to traverse, rest and
picnic on the said Reserve at all times.” In th&sipd, there was a ‘mini-golf course’ at the
place, in the north-west corner of the reservendded on two sides by Swanbourne Terrace and
Forrest Street.

Despite an upsurge at the club during 1927, whimhlct be attributed to the efforts of Sea
View’s first professional David Anderson, the clulas experiencing financial difficulties. The
captain W. A Rees’ report in 1928 was intereststgting the present links course was totally
inadequate. He labeled frequent complaints of cetimyg delays and inconvenience caused by
traffic in Jarrad Street and the increasing hagtéind interference from the public using the
course as an access to the beach.

The Sea View Golf Club Is Formed

In the face of uncertainty over future lease areangnts, the limitations of a nine hole course,
the problems experienced because the course wass#de to the public, and the disadvantage
of a course where a main road cut through at l®astairways, the club decided to seek an area
to establish an 18 hole course. It was also a matteoncern that with the majority of the club’s
members non-resident in Cottesloe and with sevezal 18 hole courses under construction,
those members would be inclined to join new clulifermg better facilities. In 1928, the
Cottesloe Golf Club was able to secure an aredbbfatres for the proposed 18 hole course on
University Endowment Trust land at Swanbourne, &0 gear lease.

In May, the clubhouse at 18 Forrest Street was feol8650 to partially fund construction of the
new course and clubhouse. The final meeting helldeitvenue was on 29 June 1931.
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A group of people decided to form a new club tdisgithe existing golf links at Reserves A6613
and A1664, with the new club to be named Sea Vieslf Glub. On 10 July 1931, a public
meeting was held at Cottesloe Council Chamberssimuds the proposed club, and to report on
progress to date. A Provisional Committee was fornmvth H. J. Barsden, who was
acknowledged as the instigator of the formationtte new club, as Chairman, P. A. Bull,
Secretary, and F. R. Handley, Treasurer, and Caeenmhembers Messrs. J. H. Worthington, A.
A. Strickland, W. A. Farmer, W. H. Slocock, E. Jaisbn and R. H. Green, who were given the
power to carry on the work of forming the club @adhave it incorporated. A motion was carried
accepting the terms of the Cottesloe Golf Club, #200 for the existing pipes and plant.

On 23 July 1931, the first General Meeting of th&cowas held at the clubhouse in Forrest
Street. Messrs. T. D. H. Allan and F. R. Handleyewnelected as Trustees, and Mr. C. F. J.
North, M.L.A., was elected Patron. Office beareesavelected: J. H. Barsden, President, Charles
Reeves, Vice President, W. H. Slocock, Captain, @othmittee Members Messrs. Holley,
Worthington, Gemmell, Watson, and Clelland, who apfed E. J. Watson, Secretary, F. R.
Handley, Treasurer, and Messrs. Armstrong and Whagtbn, Auditors.

Three other foundation members deserve specialiomerfrancis (Gig) Arnold Bible was a
member of the committee from 1931, and Presidemh f£939 to 1953, and on his retirement in
1953, elected the first Honorary Life Member of theb. Henry (Harry) Edmund Crawford was
Honorary Secretary (1935-39), Club Champion (1938 H39), who represented the club over
a longer period than any other player in the cldlb& 50 years, also elected a life member in
1954. Sir Laurence (Laurie) Gadsdon, Mayor of Gt (1945-61), knighted in 1961, for his
services to the Surf Life Saving Association, isobacommemorated with Messrs. Bible and
Crawford in the annual competition for the FoundéFsophy, on which their respective
signatures are engraved.

In its first year at the place, the newly formedlxciundertook ‘a continuous reconditioning’,
which considerably improved the tees and greerscturse was also ‘considerably tightened
and made more interesting by a series of bunkéns.1932-33, a further programme of
improvements was undertaken, which included entagge of the tees, and the building of paths
through the sandiest places on the course.

In spring 1932, a stable and yard were built taoagnodate a horse as a horse drawn mower had
been purchased to mow the fairways.

From 1931 to 1940, the club continued to rent elila house the residence at 18 Forrest Street,
which had been the club house for Cottesloe GalifbGrior to 1931. In 1935 the club had
preliminary discussions with the Council regardmgroposal to build a club house on the
reserve. In April, the club approached the Coundih a request to build a clubhouse on the
reserve at a cost of £2,500, repayment of whichcthle would undertake, with interest, over a
period of not less than 15 years. Discussions agdtmtions continued over an extended period,
culminating in letters from the Council advisingitsfapproval in April and May 1938.

In the meantime, Architect C. L. E. Harrison pregaaplans for a new brick clubhouse facing the
ocean at Cottesloe for the club.

In August 1938, tenders were called. However, thagpwere not implemented after solicitors
for the Council advised that it could not rais@an for the purpose, and other avenues of raising
the required monies did not come to fruition.
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In 1939-40, requiring more space, and in view aftcwed demands for a higher rental by the
landlord and being unable to negotiate a satisfagiorchase price for their existing club house,
the committee negotiated the leaseCatlidgeat 6 Forrest Street, formerly the home of Frederic
Dudley North (referred to at this period as ‘thd Bbrrest Home’) for a period of six years.

The move to the new clubhouse necessitated a changeation of the first hole, and what had
been the second hole became No. 1 hole in Octd89. Subsequent changes in the site of the
clubhouse also brought about changes to the lacafithe first hole.

In February 1940, the committee decided to inwvatenJCurtin to become Patron of the club, and
to open the new clubhouse in the evening of thealaype season opening. John Curtin, later
Prime Minister of Australia, had lived nearby inrrda Street since the 1920s. In April, on
acceptance of the invitation, he forwarded a chefguehree guineas, which the committee
decided should be disposed of in the way of a ypphbe played for annually, and to be known
by his name. It was first awarded in September 19#@ Prime Minister remained as Patron of
the Club until his death in July 1945.

World War Il

In the early years of World War Two, in common witiost sporting clubs, membership and use
of the golf club declined as many members enlistethe Armed Forces. As the Japanese
approached closer to Australia, preventative measwere increased in the event of their
reaching farther south. Slit trenches were dug sacithe fairways of the golf course as a
hindrance to any possible landing of enemy airciaid an American antiaircraft battery was

located at the place, with one gun located near6thegreen and another near the corner of
Pearse and Broome Streets. Personnel were accortr@dadatents at the place. During this

period, members of the anti-aircraft battery wemehonorary members of the club, enabling
them to make use of the facilities in their leistiree. Circa 1943, the antiaircraft battery was
removed. A spent shell, mounted on a timber baas,pesented to the club, for which members
compete each year, the trophy being known as ‘BaReTrophy’

The Post War Years

In 1946, the club exercised their first right ofugal on 6 Forrest Street, and purchased it at a
cost of £3,300. It continued in use as the clubbawstil May 1969. Over that period, many
alterations and improvements were made to the oluddn Ron Ledger, Architect, supervised the
works, most of which were carried out by Ted Baxter

In the late 1960s, it was decided that the constmu®f a clubhouse on the golf club reserve
would better serve the club’s needs. With this endiew, the club purchased the property
adjoining their existing clubhouse at 6 Forrese8&trformerly the depot for the Cottesloe-Perth
bus service, from the Metropolitan Transport Trdsten the club applied to Cottesloe Council
to re-zone the two properties to increase the vidaemight be realised by their sale.

In late 1968 and early 1969, plans for the propasad club house were drawn by Summerhayes
& Associates Architects & Planners for Doust Depet@nt Corp. Pty. Ltd. The drawings show
Sea View Kindergarten at the corner of Jarrad ammbiBe Streets, at the west of which is shown
the existing store.
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In 1969, an agreement was signed with builder HDdust Pty. Ltd. by which a new club house
would be erected at a site on the golf course vesavith the club’s property in Forrest Street
being transferred to the builder as part of thesmaration at a price of $75,000.

H. A. Doust Pty. Ltd. built the new clubhouse atost of $142,621. Architect Ron Ledger, who
also had supervised works at the Forrest Streét lobwse supervised the building of the new
clubhouse, and he was elected a life member otlille for his services to the club. As on
previous occasions, the first hole was re-locabeactord with the location of the clubhouse. On
21 March 1970, the new club house was officiallyerogd by the Mayor of the Town of
Cottesloe, Mr. C. L. E. Harvey, O.B.E., J.P., asiwceemorated by a brass plaque at the entrance
to the club house.

In April, a severe storm caused considerable danaaglethe front window wall was ‘almost
entirely destroyed. The builder's work was deemetective, and most of the reconstruction
work was carried out at no cost to the club.

In 1973 an automatic sprinkler system was instadiea cost of $24,000 - half of which was
provided by the members.

During 1976 the men's committee barred ladies ftbm sprig area of the upstairs bar on
Wednesdays, Fridays and Saturdays until after 83@ut within five years things had changed
with the committee ruling in 1981 women were allowe attend men's committee meetings. In
the ensuing years the Club’s Constitution was ameénd response to Equal Opportunities
legislation removing reference to Associates amatong full equality between men and women
members.

Recent Events

In 1999, Brandon L. Cross & Associates Designeesvdolans for proposed alterations to the
clubhouse, comprising toilet facilities at the uplexel. These plans were not implemented.

One of the greatest events in 100 years of gali@t.ink course had to be when Jarrad St was
closed in 2006.

That landmark decision to block Jarrad St west oboBie St., eliminating the ridiculous
situation of cars being hit by flying golf ballstwirisk to life and limb, gave Sea View a victory
of Herculean proportions. There had been many farght battles over the decades with
Cottesloe Council, various government departmendsraedia through letters to the editor etc.
But finally common sense prevailed and the warlteeh won. The bitumen where many a drive
from the 1st tee landed, to gain an extra 30 mgbesame history.

Many SVGC members campaigned long and hard to Bauwad St. closed with letter drops,
emails, attending council meetings and much, muckepbut special recognition must be given
to club captain at the time Peter Robinson and iKé&organ, a club member and Mayor of
Cottesloe. Both worked tirelessly on the projedhvidevin's expertise in law being pivotal to the
breakthrough closure

In 2008 replacement of the club’s ageing reticalatsystem was commenced at a cost of
approximately $560,000. The project was funded ey member levies totaling $300, Club
internal funds and a loan of $380,000 from Sta&a3ury secured by a guarantee from the Town
of Cottesloe.
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Admission to Heritage Listing

In 2003 the Sea View Golf Course was admitted tonpeent status on the Heritage Council of
Western Australia’s register of heritage placesollowing are extracts from the Council’s
citation:

The golf course, has cultural heritage significaftcehe following reasons:

the place is the first and only links golf courstablished in the metropolitan area, a ‘links’
course being one that is laid out on naturally dawihg ground, with course grass fairways,
and the fairways generally separated by the existagetation;

the place is one of the first golf courses of aagatiption in the metropolitan area, first used
by Cottesloe Golf Club (1909-1931), and since 1%8bwn asSea View Golf Club Course

the place contributes to the community's sensdamfep as a landmark in Cottesloe, by the
Indian Ocean, and as one of the oldest establigbiédourses in the metropolitan area;

the place is highly valued by the community of €slibte and Western Australia for its role
in the history of golf in the State and for aestheeéasons as part of a recognised open
landscape vista by the ocean at Cottesloe Beach;

the place is one of only three links style golf is@s in Western Australia (notwithstanding
its increasingly managed landscape), the secoresbld the State and the only one in the
Perth metropolitan area, and represents an uncordiesign in Australian golf courses;

and,

the place has been closely associated with promipersons as founders and members,
including F. D. North who was instrumental in tingiation and establishment of the place
as Cottesloe Golf Club, and whose home later bectimeeclub’s club house; his son,
Charles, who was the first patron of Sea View @iifb; H. J. Barsden the initiator and first
President of Sea View Golf Club; John Curtin Patobthe club from 1940 until his death;
and, early Presidents of the Associates of Cogeslolf Club, Lady Forrest and Lady
Hobbs.

To the club’s credit it has retained its authelitiks layout and feel, with the fresh sea breezes,
courtesy of the Fremantle Doctor, making it unituany golf club in Perth.

With many streets in Cottesloe named after oustitlaus forefathers at the Links course, you
could almost say that Cottesloe was built around Bew. But with that said, we must, as
members, work hard to ensure there is another @8fsyof golfing enjoyment for those to come.
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