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A century of golf says it all about Sea View Golf Club. 
 
From its inception as Cottesloe Golf Club, the objectives of the club were to maintain golf of a 
high standard and promote a social fabric which would deliver enjoyment and hours of pleasure 
to all its members. 
 

In the Beginning 
In 1886, Cottesloe was named by Governor Broome, to honour Captain Fremantle, whose 
brother had been raised to the peerage with the title of Baron Cottesloe of Swanbourne and 
Hardwick. Some sub-divisions of land were commenced in Cottesloe in the late 1880s; however, 
development was very slow. Circa 1892, Bullen's Siding was built, providing a rail link to Perth 
and Fremantle from the Cottesloe district. By 1893, there were six permanent residents living 
near Cottesloe Beach and three near the Swan River at Peppermint Grove.  
 
In 1895, during the Gold Boom, golf was introduced to Western Australia by some South 
Australian players, at Burswood Island.  In 1898, a group of golfers at Albany decided that the 
town needed a club and a local course. They raised funds for this purpose, and the links were 
established in the following year. Albany Golf Club is the oldest club in Western Australia 
remaining on its original site. In 1900, the Perth Golf Club moved from Burswood to Belmont, 
where a 15 hole course was laid out, thus requiring the replaying of the first, second and one 
other hole to complete an 18 hole card.   
 
By the turn of the century, a number of prominent Western Australian families had built 
residences in Cottesloe, some as beach houses to which they would adjourn at weekends or 
holidays, and others as their major residences, from which they could commute by rail to Perth 
and Fremantle. During the summer months, a popular excursion was a trip to the beach at 
Cottesloe. Most excursionists took the train to the local rail station and then trudged along Jarrad 
Street, the most direct route, to the ocean beach. 
 
By 1901, Cottesloe had become one of the most flourishing suburbs of Perth.  
 
In early June 1908, a group of men who wished to play golf in their own locality, including F. D. 
North, J. M. Drummond, T. Roberston, and P. C. Anderson, visited Reserves A6613 and A1664 
at Cottesloe Beach with a view to the suitability of the site for a possible links golf course. At 
this period, the Reserves bounded by Forrest Street on the north, Broome Street on the east, and 
Pearse Street on the south, were largely scrub land, utilised mainly for grazing purposes. P. C. 
Anderson, former British Amateur Champion (1892), Headmaster of Scotch College (1904-45), 
recognised the possibilities of the site. Subsequently, on 11 June 1908, a meeting of 16 men, 
including the aforementioned, was held at the Albion Hotel to consider the establishment of a 
golf club at Cottesloe. A committee was formed with J. G. C. Foulkes, M.L.A., Chairman, J. M. 
Drummond, Treasurer, W. M. Nairn, Honorary Secretary, and committee members Frederic 
Dudley North, C.M.G., R. W. Maxwell, T. Robertson, R. Withers, N. C. Fowlie, and F. C. 
Broadhurst. The annual subscription was to be one guinea for the first year, and the committee 
was authorised to issue debentures to a maximum value of £1,000.   
 
Cottesloe Municipal Council agreed to lease the proposed site for the purpose of establishing a 
golf course. The committee commenced planning the proposed course. The contract for clearing 
the site was let to S. Nicholls at a cost of £1/10s. per acre. Clearing was completed in October 
1908 at a cost of £69/10s. A nine-hole links style course was designed and laid out by P. C. 
Anderson and N. C. Fowlie. A links course is one that is laid out on naturally undulating ground, 
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with course grass fairways, and the fairways are generally separated by the existing vegetation. 
Links are generally located by the sea, where the natural landform provides ready made 
undulating ground. Few links style golf courses were established in Australia either in this or 
subsequent periods. 
 
Following the passing by State Parliament of a Special Bill to allow it, a lease was executed 
between the Mayor and Councillors of the Municipality of Cottesloe and the Trustees of 
Cottelsoe Golf Club, Frederic Dudley North and John Maxwell Drummond, on 15 March 1909. 
Under the lease, part of Reserve A6613 and all of Reserve A1664, about 40 acres in area, would 
be brought under the operation of the club for a period of 15 years from 1 March 1909 to 29 
February 1924, at an annual rental of £40 for the first five years, and £20 thereafter for the 
remainder of the lease. Jarrad Street between Broome Street and Swanbourne Terrace (now 
Marine Parade) bisected the Reserves, as did Park Drive running between Forrest and Pearse 
Streets. The rental for the first three years was to be expended on the golf links by the Golf Club 
‘to the satisfaction of the lessors.’ 
 
Frederic Dudley North, C.M. G., J.P., (b. 1866, arr. 1886, d. 1921), was Under-Secretary and 
Permanent head of the Colonial Secretary’s Department of Western Australia, whose residence, 
Catlidge, was in Forrest Street, Cottesloe, in close proximity to the proposed site of the golf 
links. Prominent in sport in Western Australia, he had organised the Western Australian Cricket 
Eleven to visit Eastern Australia (1893).  One of the early residents of Cottesloe, he served on 
the Roads Board, of which he was the last Chairman, and later served as Mayor of the 
Municipality. He is commemorated in the naming of North Street, Cottesloe.  He was runner-up 
in the first club championship, which was won by H. Ramsay. At a later date, J. S. Battye in his 
biographical notes on North, stated ‘the new Cottesloe golf links owe their origin to him.’ 
 
On 2 April 1909, the first Annual General Meeting of Cottesloe Golf Club was held at Wells 
Hall. The Secretary, W. M. Nairn, reported on the progress to date, and that the estimated cost of 
reticulation of the course was £135/10s. A draft of club rules was adopted, and office bearers 
were elected: the Hon. R. W. Pennefather, M.L.C., President; W. G. Lefroy, Neil McNeil and E. 
A. Wisdom, Vice Presidents; Nairn and Drummond retained their respective offices; F. D. North, 
Captain, and N. C. Fowlie, Vice Captain; and committee, R. W. Maxwell, F. A. Moseley, H. 
Rigg, T. Robertson, and R. Withers with D. J. Goyder, Auditor. The annual subscription for the 
year was set at three guineas. 
 
The first meeting of the new committee appointed F. Ellement ground man at two guineas per 
week. He continued to maintain the course through to the re-location of Cottesloe Golf Club 
(Incorporated) in 1931. By late July 1909, work on construction and grassing of the course was 
sufficiently advanced to enable the committee to fix the opening day for Saturday, 11 September 
1909. 
 
So, on September 11, 1909, six months after the lease was executed, Governor Sir Gerald 
Strickland performed the opening ceremony. Surrounded by men in top hats and tails, ladies in 
their finest, the governor's wife Lady Edeline Strickland, herself clad in a long-flowing dress, hat 
and veil, for protection from wind and bush flies, drove the first ball from the first tee. What 
followed was a nine-hole mixed foursome event and so Cottesloe Golf Club was born. Twenty 
two years later would see the start of Sea View Golf Club with the golfing tradition continuing in 
Cottesloe. 
 
On 26 December 1909, Cottesloe Golf Club became an incorporated body. 
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But for any club to prosper a suitable clubhouse was paramount. Originally, a pair of rotundas 
served as a clubhouse. One was placed near what was then the golf course entrance where 
today's fifth tee stands and the other not far away at the back of today's 4th green. One of the 
rotundas survived through to the 1930s while the other was sold to Cottesloe Tennis Club, which 
was then located on the corner of Napier St and Marine Parade. 
 
Later, the club entered into an arrangement to use the verandah of George and Rosie Lee's 
Arcadia Cafe, known as Rosie Lee's Wine Bar. Members paid 10 shillings rent per week for the 
use of the verandah at Rosie's, however, the wine bar arrangement was deemed not suitable for 
lady members, who had formed the Associates club at the Links course the same year in 1910. 
To this end, three members, J M Drummond, R W Maxwell and T Robertson, purchased a block 
of land near the golf course, in Forrest St. at a cost of seventy pounds where a club house, 
costing 200 pounds, was built at their expense to be leased to the club.  The building at 18 Forest 
Street was completed and was opened on 20th May, 1911.  Thereafter all club, social and 
committee meetings were held there, and one room was made available one morning per week 
for the Associates Club. 
 
At this time, the fairways were separated by remnants of the pre-existing vegetation including 
banksia trees, pig face and snake bush. Particular features of the links were two full fairway 
cross bunkers on Fairway No. 6; a high limestone wall along the eastern side of the seventh hole 
(‘cricket ground hole’); holes 2, 3, 5 and 6 crossing Jarrad Street; and a high observation 
platform of timber construction at the rear of the eighth tee from which players could check that 
the fairway was clear. The fifth tee was located atop ‘Spion Kop’, so named after the scene of a 
Boer War assault. At this period, there was comparatively little problem with the bi-section of 
the course by Jarrad Street as most of the traffic on the road was horse drawn or pedestrian.  
 
In 1912, the Constitution of the Western Australian Golf Association was adopted, of which the 
Cottesloe Golf Club became a member.  
 
N C Fowlie, who with P C Anderson, designed the original nine-hole layout, won the 1912 WA 
Amateur title, the first of many achievements of players from SVGC. Fowlie repeated the feat 
two years later. 
 
By 1913, the club boasted 135 members, consisting of 82 men and 53 associates, and staged its 
first perpetual trophy – the Catlidge Challenge Cup. It was also the first year of the club 
championships, which was won by H Ramsay. During that season P C Anderson set a course 
record of 77 and broke that benchmark the following year with a 75. 
 

The First World War Years  
Following the outbreak of World War One on 4 August 1914, a number of members of Cottesloe 
Golf Club met at the clubhouse on 8 August, and resolved to volunteer their services to the 
Commonwealth by forming a volunteer Rifle Club. The resultant Cottesloe Rifle Club 
functioned as a separate club 
 
Many of the younger members of the Cottesloe Golf Club enlisted in the Armed Forces in World 
War One. Consequently, membership of the club declined dramatically, from 110 men in 1914 to 
55 in 1915, and still further over the next three years. In the first year of the war, the number of 
Associates fell from 26 to 21, and later their activities lapsed altogether, for patriotic efforts took 
precedence over leisure activities in this period. In common with other sporting clubs, declining 
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membership resulted in considerable financial problems and difficulties with regard to 
maintenance. 
 
In 1919, members of the club began returning from the war. Its course and facilities were intact, 
and the club entered the 1920s ‘amid a rising tide of enthusiasm’. Members laboured to renovate 
their clubhouse and ‘groomed’ the course, including removing several outcrops of limestone 
from the fairways, and removing the lower branches of the banksia trees on either side of the 
sixth fairway. Pig face and snake bush were grubbed out.  
 

The 1920’s  
The 1920s proved to be one of rapid re-construction and expansion for the club. In 1921, the 
committee recommended that the Associates Club re-start. Mrs. Meecham convened a meeting 
of interested ladies, and Cottesloe Ladies’ Golf Club was established with 40 women as 
foundation members, and Lady Forrest was elected first President. Later Presidents included 
Lady Hobbs, who served in this capacity for 11 years.  
 
In 1924, at the instigation of Mrs. Meecham and Mrs. Blanche Cullen, Associates Captain, both 
members of a committee raising funds for the nearby Lady Lawley Home for Crippled Children, 
the club’s first Charity Day was held to raise funds for the Home. Charity Day became an annual 
event. 
 
In 1924, Cottesloe Golf Club’s 15-year lease expired. Negotiations for a new lease extended into 
1925, and eventually a three year lease was signed at an annual rental of £50, with an agreement 
that £500 per annum would be expended by the club ‘on the maintenance and beautification of 
those portions’ of the Reserve used by it. The continued right of the public to enjoy the Reserve 
were ensured by a proviso that “all members of the public shall be at liberty to traverse, rest and 
picnic on the said Reserve at all times.” In this period, there was a ‘mini-golf course’ at the 
place, in the north-west corner of the reserve, bounded on two sides by Swanbourne Terrace and 
Forrest Street. 
 
Despite an upsurge at the club during 1927, which could be attributed to the efforts of Sea 
View’s first professional David Anderson, the club was experiencing financial difficulties. The 
captain W. A Rees’ report in 1928 was interesting, stating the present links course was totally 
inadequate. He labeled frequent complaints of congestion, delays and inconvenience caused by 
traffic in Jarrad Street and the increasing hostility and interference from the public using the 
course as an access to the beach. 
 

The Sea View Golf Club Is Formed  
In the face of uncertainty over future lease arrangements, the limitations of a nine hole course, 
the problems experienced because the course was accessible to the public, and the disadvantage 
of a course where a main road cut through at least two fairways, the club decided to seek an area 
to establish an 18 hole course. It was also a matter of concern that with the majority of the club’s 
members non-resident in Cottesloe and with several new 18 hole courses under construction, 
those members would be inclined to join new clubs offering better facilities. In 1928, the 
Cottesloe Golf Club was able to secure an area of 151 acres for the proposed 18 hole course on 
University Endowment Trust land at Swanbourne, on a 50 year lease.  
 
In May, the clubhouse at 18 Forrest Street was sold for £650 to partially fund construction of the 
new course and clubhouse. The final meeting held at that venue was on 29 June 1931. 
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A group of people decided to form a new club to utilise the existing golf links at Reserves A6613 
and A1664, with the new club to be named Sea View Golf Club. On 10 July 1931, a public 
meeting was held at Cottesloe Council Chambers to discuss the proposed club, and to report on 
progress to date. A Provisional Committee was formed with H. J. Barsden, who was 
acknowledged as the instigator of the formation of the new club, as Chairman, P. A. Bull, 
Secretary, and F. R. Handley, Treasurer, and Committee members Messrs. J. H. Worthington, A. 
A. Strickland, W. A. Farmer, W. H. Slocock, E. J. Watson and R. H. Green, who were given the 
power to carry on the work of forming the club and to have it incorporated. A motion was carried 
accepting the terms of the Cottesloe Golf Club, viz. £200 for the existing pipes and plant.  
 
On 23 July 1931, the first General Meeting of the club was held at the clubhouse in Forrest 
Street. Messrs. T. D. H. Allan and F. R. Handley were elected as Trustees, and Mr. C. F. J. 
North, M.L.A., was elected Patron. Office bearers were elected: J. H. Barsden, President, Charles 
Reeves, Vice President, W. H. Slocock, Captain, and Committee Members Messrs. Holley, 
Worthington, Gemmell, Watson, and Clelland, who appointed E. J. Watson, Secretary, F. R. 
Handley, Treasurer, and Messrs. Armstrong and Worthington, Auditors.  
 
Three other foundation members deserve special mention. Francis (Gig) Arnold Bible was a 
member of the committee from 1931, and President from 1939 to 1953, and on his retirement in 
1953, elected the first Honorary Life Member of the club. Henry (Harry) Edmund Crawford was 
Honorary Secretary (1935-39), Club Champion (1938 and 1939), who represented the club over 
a longer period than any other player in the club’s first 50 years, also elected a life member in 
1954. Sir Laurence (Laurie) Gadsdon, Mayor of Cottesloe (1945-61), knighted in 1961, for his 
services to the Surf Life Saving Association, is also commemorated with Messrs. Bible and 
Crawford in the annual competition for the Founders’ Trophy, on which their respective 
signatures are engraved.  
 
In its first year at the place, the newly formed club undertook ‘a continuous reconditioning’, 
which considerably improved the tees and greens; the course was also ‘considerably tightened 
and made more interesting by a series of bunkers.’ In 1932-33, a further programme of 
improvements was undertaken, which included enlargement of the tees, and the building of paths 
through the sandiest places on the course. 
 
In spring 1932, a stable and yard were built to accommodate a horse as a horse drawn mower had 
been purchased to mow the fairways. 
 
From 1931 to 1940, the club continued to rent as a club house the residence at 18 Forrest Street, 
which had been the club house for Cottesloe Golf Club prior to 1931. In 1935 the club had 
preliminary discussions with the Council regarding a proposal to build a club house on the 
reserve. In April, the club approached the Council with a request to build a clubhouse on the 
reserve at a cost of £2,500, repayment of which the club would undertake, with interest, over a 
period of not less than 15 years. Discussions and negotiations continued over an extended period, 
culminating in letters from the Council advising of its approval in April and May 1938.  
 
In the meantime, Architect C. L. E. Harrison prepared plans for a new brick clubhouse facing the 
ocean at Cottesloe for the club. 
 
In August 1938, tenders were called. However, the plans were not implemented after solicitors 
for the Council advised that it could not raise a loan for the purpose, and other avenues of raising 
the required monies did not come to fruition.  
 



 

R:\Course Centenary & History\History\History of the Sea View Golf Course.doc 
24/10/2009 

   
 

In 1939-40, requiring more space, and in view of continued demands for a higher rental by the 
landlord and being unable to negotiate a satisfactory purchase price for their existing club house, 
the committee negotiated the lease of Catlidge at 6 Forrest Street, formerly the home of Frederic 
Dudley North (referred to at this period as ‘the old Forrest Home’) for a period of six years.  
 
The move to the new clubhouse necessitated a change in location of the first hole, and what had 
been the second hole became No. 1 hole in October 1939. Subsequent changes in the site of the 
clubhouse also brought about changes to the location of the first hole. 
 
In February 1940, the committee decided to invite John Curtin to become Patron of the club, and 
to open the new clubhouse in the evening of the day of the season opening. John Curtin, later 
Prime Minister of Australia, had lived nearby in Jarrad Street since the 1920s. In April, on 
acceptance of the invitation, he forwarded a cheque for three guineas, which the committee 
decided should be disposed of in the way of a trophy, to be played for annually, and to be known 
by his name. It was first awarded in September 1940. The Prime Minister remained as Patron of 
the Club until his death in July 1945. 
 

World War II 
In the early years of World War Two, in common with most sporting clubs, membership and use 
of the golf club declined as many members enlisted in the Armed Forces. As the Japanese 
approached closer to Australia, preventative measures were increased in the event of their 
reaching farther south. Slit trenches were dug across the fairways of the golf course as a 
hindrance to any possible landing of enemy aircraft, and an American antiaircraft battery was 
located at the place, with one gun located near the 6th green and another near the corner of 
Pearse and Broome Streets. Personnel were accommodated in tents at the place. During this 
period, members of the anti-aircraft battery were made honorary members of the club, enabling 
them to make use of the facilities in their leisure time. Circa 1943, the antiaircraft battery was 
removed. A spent shell, mounted on a timber base, was presented to the club, for which members 
compete each year, the trophy being known as ‘Battery D Trophy’ 
 

The Post War Years 
In 1946, the club exercised their first right of refusal on 6 Forrest Street, and purchased it at a 
cost of £3,300. It continued in use as the clubhouse until May 1969. Over that period, many 
alterations and improvements were made to the clubhouse. Ron Ledger, Architect, supervised the 
works, most of which were carried out by Ted Baxter.  
 
In the late 1960s, it was decided that the construction of a clubhouse on the golf club reserve 
would better serve the club’s needs. With this end in view, the club purchased the property 
adjoining their existing clubhouse at 6 Forrest Street, formerly the depot for the Cottesloe-Perth 
bus service, from the Metropolitan Transport Trust. Then the club applied to Cottesloe Council 
to re-zone the two properties to increase the value that might be realised by their sale. 
 
In late 1968 and early 1969, plans for the proposed new club house were drawn by Summerhayes 
& Associates Architects & Planners for Doust Development Corp. Pty. Ltd. The drawings show 
Sea View Kindergarten at the corner of Jarrad and Broome Streets, at the west of which is shown 
the existing store.  
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In 1969, an agreement was signed with builder H. A. Doust Pty. Ltd. by which a new club house 
would be erected at a site on the golf course reserve, with the club’s property in Forrest Street 
being transferred to the builder as part of the consideration at a price of $75,000. 
 
H. A. Doust Pty. Ltd. built the new clubhouse at a cost of $142,621. Architect Ron Ledger, who 
also had supervised works at the Forrest Street club house supervised the building of the new 
clubhouse, and he was elected a life member of the club for his services to the club. As on 
previous occasions, the first hole was re-located to accord with the location of the clubhouse. On 
21 March 1970, the new club house was officially opened by the Mayor of the Town of 
Cottesloe, Mr. C. L. E. Harvey, O.B.E., J.P., as commemorated by a brass plaque at the entrance 
to the club house. 
 
In April, a severe storm caused considerable damage and the front window wall was ‘almost 
entirely destroyed. The builder’s work was deemed defective, and most of the reconstruction 
work was carried out at no cost to the club. 
 
In 1973 an automatic sprinkler system was installed at a cost of $24,000 - half of which was 
provided by the members. 
 
During 1976 the men's committee barred ladies from the sprig area of the upstairs bar on 
Wednesdays, Fridays and Saturdays until after 6.30pm. But within five years things had changed 
with the committee ruling in 1981 women were allowed to attend men's committee meetings.  In 
the ensuing years the Club’s Constitution was amended in response to Equal Opportunities 
legislation removing reference to Associates and creating full equality between men and women 
members. 
 

Recent Events 
In 1999, Brandon L. Cross & Associates Designers drew plans for proposed alterations to the 
clubhouse, comprising toilet facilities at the upper level. These plans were not implemented. 
 
One of the greatest events in 100 years of golf at the Link course had to be when Jarrad St was 
closed in 2006. 
 
That landmark decision to block Jarrad St west of Broome St., eliminating the ridiculous 
situation of cars being hit by flying golf balls with risk to life and limb, gave Sea View a victory 
of Herculean proportions. There had been many hard-fought battles over the decades with 
Cottesloe Council, various government departments and media through letters to the editor etc. 
But finally common sense prevailed and the war had been won. The bitumen where many a drive 
from the 1st tee landed, to gain an extra 30 metres, became history. 
 
Many SVGC members campaigned long and hard to have Jarrad St. closed with letter drops, 
emails, attending council meetings and much, much more, but special recognition must be given 
to club captain at the time Peter Robinson and Kevin Morgan, a club member and Mayor of 
Cottesloe. Both worked tirelessly on the project with Kevin's expertise in law being pivotal to the 
breakthrough closure 
 
In 2008 replacement of the club’s ageing reticulation system was commenced at a cost of 
approximately $560,000. The project was funded by two member levies totaling $300, Club 
internal funds and a loan of $380,000 from State Treasury secured by a guarantee from the Town 
of Cottesloe.  
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Admission to Heritage Listing 
In 2003 the Sea View Golf Course was admitted to permanent status on the Heritage Council of 
Western Australia’s register of heritage places.  Following are extracts from the Council’s 
citation: 
 
The golf course, has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons: 
 

the place is the first and only links golf course established in the metropolitan area, a ‘links’ 
course being one that is laid out on naturally undulating ground, with course grass fairways, 
and the fairways generally separated by the existing vegetation;  
 
the place is one of the first golf courses of any description in the metropolitan area, first used 
by Cottesloe Golf Club (1909-1931), and since 1931, known as Sea View Golf Club Course; 

 
the place contributes to the community's sense of place, as a landmark in Cottesloe, by the 
Indian Ocean, and as one of the oldest established golf courses in the metropolitan area; 
 
the place is highly valued by the community of Cottesloe and Western Australia for its role 
in the history of golf in the State and for aesthetic reasons as part of a recognised open 
landscape vista by the ocean at Cottesloe Beach; 

 
the place is one of only three links style golf courses in Western Australia (notwithstanding 
its increasingly managed landscape), the second oldest in the State and the only one in the 
Perth metropolitan area, and represents an uncommon design in Australian golf courses; 

 
and, 

 
the place has been closely associated with prominent persons as founders and members, 
including F. D. North who was instrumental in the initiation and establishment of the place 
as Cottesloe Golf Club, and whose home later became the club’s club house; his son, 
Charles, who was the first patron of Sea View Golf Club; H. J. Barsden the initiator and first 
President of Sea View Golf Club; John Curtin Patron of the club from 1940 until his death; 
and, early Presidents of the Associates of Cottesloe Golf Club, Lady Forrest and Lady 
Hobbs. 

 
To the club’s credit it has retained its authentic links layout and feel, with the fresh sea breezes, 
courtesy of the Fremantle Doctor, making it unique to any golf club in Perth. 
 
With many streets in Cottesloe named after our illustrious forefathers at the Links course, you 
could almost say that Cottesloe was built around Sea View. But with that said, we must, as 
members, work hard to ensure there is another 100 years of golfing enjoyment for those to come. 


